BREATHING SPACE

" Yes, sir.   I find it strange/'
" Well, keep your own counsel/' I said. " We shall
let you know how we go on. And if at any time you've
any suggestion to make, come to me and make it
without a moment's delay/*
" I will, indeed, sir/' said Sarem: and, with that,
he withdrew to fetch us the reels of wire.
"c As though he were viewing the walls/ " said
Palin. " And what on earth does that mean ? "
" I can't conceive/' said Hubert. " And why d'you
imagine he had the drawbridge raised ? "
"The presumption is/' said Olivia, "that the
drawbridge was obstructing his view. When it was
down, I mean. But why should he want to look at
the wall of the windlass-room ? "
" Let's hope it was a whim," said Palin. " If we've
got to do any work outside these walls . . /'
"Quite so/' said Olivia. "I don't think you'd
do it long/'
There was an uneasy silence. If the finding out of
the secret required the performance of some labour
upon the outside of the castle, we should, indeed, be
hoist with our own petard.
"It was a whim/' said Palin. "Fate's not so.
unkind as all that/' He got to his feet. " My lady,
you and I need exercise. You mustn't adorn the
ramparts till after dark, so let us try the courtyard.
I don't actually need your husband, but if you feel
you must have him, he can bring his scooter and he
and Hubert can run along by our side/'
Olivia rose, smiling.
" John," she said, " ask Gertrude to give you some
gloves. You're going to show me the dungeons, and
I don't want to dirty my hands/'
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